                   BIRCH PARISH COUNCIL                     

                                  MINUTES
                                 Tuesday 5 January 2010
           AT BIRCH MEMORIAL HALL 7.30 pm.

Members present: Mrs. E Bowtle (Chair), Mr. J Harrison, Mrs. M Campion, Mr. C Harvey, Mr. A Condron (Clerk),Cllr A Ellis, and Police, Sergeant Mr. A Drake.
1. Chairman’s opening remarks 
Mrs. Bowtle welcomed everyone to the meeting including residents Mr. R Carr and Mr. J Bancroft
   2. Apologies for absence
Mrs. S Poulter, Mrs. C Cottrell, Cllr K Bentley, Police Constable Ms. M Wilson
Mrs. M Campion registered here absence to the February and March meetings 2010 due to a holiday in Australia.

3. Declarations of Interests to any agenda items
Mrs. C Cottrell had declared her interest as a major local land owner.  
4. Public Participation
Two residents attended the meeting for the Website presentation.

5.  Reports from Borough Councilors’ and Police etc     
Cllr Andrew Ellis gave a report and Cllr Kevin Bentley supplied a report and the following issues were discussed:
Apart from the agenda items mentioned below it was noted that that the highways dept had been asked to refill the gritting boxes,
two of which were damaged had been removed for replacement ASAP.

Both Cllr were checking to see if CBC were employing two new street wardens or redeploying existing resources.

A parking bay for buses at the School was being followed up with ECC.
The Police gave a report and the following issues were discussed:
There had been one incident during the month of criminal damage

The mobile speed camera had been in use at Heckford Bridge and statistics will be supplied regarding its success at the next meeting

Richard Carr to give a presentation on the new Birch Parish Website and content to be discussed:

Thanks were given Mr. Harrison for lending his laptop computer and Ms. Moore for loaning the school projector, also to Mr. Carr for an outstanding transformation of the website in such a short space of time.
Full discussion on Mr. Carr presentation will take place at the February meeting as a number of Council members were absent.

6. Approval of Minutes –December 2009
The minutes of the meeting held in December 2009 were approved and duly signed by the Chair – Mrs. E. Bowtle
7. Matters arising
Play Equipment Safety Checks— Mr. Harvey gave a report on the December inspection and no issues arose for discussion.
      CIF Highway Grants—the pole for the electronic speed sign has now been installed at the Fountain Lane Junction and the sign itself should be erected during January. Still no firm date as to when work on the new parking space at the play area will be started.

      Police Beat Surgery- There was no feedback on the last meeting held on the 4 December. The next meetings are scheduled for the 29 January, 26 February & 26 March, between 11.30 am and 1 pm. It was agreed that rolling dates four months in advance for future meetings would be agreed at the end of each Beat Surgery. Action- Mr. Harrison to arrange.
              Youth Bus Visits—the last visit of the bus was on the 18th December. No further visits are planned but this would be taken up by the council in the spring of 2010

                 Birch Church Grave Yard- The PCC have now confirmed that they are responsible for the up keep of the site which is covered on their own Insurance Policy. Any safety issues at the grave yard should be reported to them so they can take any necessary action. Action.-The Clerk to write to the PCC with a list of recently reported issues.
Damaged Bylaws signs at Play Area—Quotes for replacement signs are on hold pending highways decision on the new parking area at the play area—No further news
Damaged Railings-- Work to repair/replace the railings is scheduled for January.
Birch Park –The pull in area at Birch Park Bridge has now been made good and surfaced. Flooding in some of the ditches has been reported to the land owner.
Heckford Bridge/Maldon Road- No decision received as yet as to how regular hedge trimming to improve line of site can be achieved, - Cllr Bentley to report back at next meeting.
            EDF Pylon Compensation Claim- The Solicitor is meeting with EDF during January to discuss the claim.
            Dog Bin at Play Area- It was suggested that the bin at Luard Way be moved nearer to the entrance. Action --Clerk will be meeting CBC on site during January to discuss the exact location. 
                  Parish Council Vacancy-The vacancy created by Mr. Wykes resignation has been advertised and the council can now co-opt a suitable candidate if they wish to do so. Action- it was decided to hold over a decision about co-opting a new council member or if to leave the position vacant until the annual elections in May, until the next parish meeting.
                  The Parish Precept Budget 2010-The Clerk is still awaiting end year bank statements so he can prepare the Precept Budget. CBC has advised that an uncontested Parish election will cost the Parish Council £58.20 and a contested election will cost £367.30. Action- Clerk to prepare Precept
     Parking Outside Birch School- Highways Dept have confirmed that no dispensation is allowed for buses to park on yellow zig zag lines outside of Schools. It was agreed that Cllr Bentley should discuss Highways suggestion of putting in a bus stop at the end of the zigzags. It was noted that during the recent bad weather parents have been making more use of the village hall car park Action -Cllr Bentley to report back at next meeting.
Pot Holes-A number of complaints from various councilors regarding Pot Holes have been reported to the highways dept for repair. Action- Cllr Ellis will report a number of new holes that have appeared which were discussed at the meeting
Essex Wild Life Trust Presentation- Living Landscape-
Areas suggested for further consideration and discussion were the Village Hall Gardens, the Play Area, the purchase of the Field between the Play Area and Mill Lane, Pudding Lane Green. To include trees, shrubs, Owl & bat boxes etc. benches on appropriate footpaths- Action- Clerk to write to the Essex Wildlife trust with the list of suggestions.
Dog Fouling at Greenfield Houses-There has been an increase in Dog Fouling in and around Greenfield Houses. The Dog Warden has visited and at present discussions are taking place with CBC as to where fouling signs can be erected. Mrs. Bowtle has also requested some more free dog bags-Action Cllr Ellis and the Clerk to report at next meeting.       
8. Payments Made/Money Received etc.
	AMOUNT
	CHEQUE NO.
	DETAILS

	
	
	

	£271.32
	 101098
	Alandal  Consultancy Clerks wages, and expenses for December

	£50
	101100
	Mrs. Farmer Village Cleaning 

	
	
	

	£75
	101099
	Birch Hall Hire

	
	
	


9. Letter/E mail/Tel Issues
         None
10. Neighbourhood Watch
It was suggested at the last two meetings that a regular Neighborhood Watch Scheme be established, since the last meeting however no residents have approached the Clerk regarding any interest in moving the item forward.

                 Due to other commitments Mrs. Bowtle will be standing down from the NAP quarterly meetings leaving Mr. Harrison as the Parish Council regular representative

11. Web page
         Mr. Carr has agreed to update and maintain the Birch Parish Website see   presentation items and comments above.

 12. Correspondence
         CBC Forward Plan January 2010- April 2010
Making the Links December 2009
EALC December2009 issue

English Rural Housing Assoc annual report and winter newsletter 2009
Common Ground issue 17 winter 2009

            Oyster issue 25 winter 2009

   13. Planning application
         An extension and renovation of Birch Hall in Birch Park.
          A new build on land adjacent to Acorns Mill lane—approved.
   14.  Fly tipping/litter issues
Two incidents in Lower Road which Cllr Ellis had removed within 24 hours
One incident at the bridge located between Layer de la Haye and Birch has also been cleared.
      15.  Parish Councilor responsibilities report 
      See Mr. Harvey report above

         16. Training Courses January 2010 - April 2010 
               Freedom of Information/Data Protection- 19 January

               Councilor Training Day 1—27 January
               Raising the Profile of Your Parish Council—4 February

               Roles & Responsibilities—11 February
               Power of Well Being – 6 March
               Councilor Training Day 2 March 10

                           SLCC Training Day & AGM March 20

               New Clerks Day March 23

                           Advanced Councilor Training Day 1 March 31
                          NEW COURSES SINCE LAST MEETING
                          Audit & Risk Assessment 12 February
                  Law & Procedures 23 April
                   Advanced Councilor Training Day 2 April 28th
                   Community Led Planning 28 January
    17. CBC Emergency Planning Meeting Update   
A meeting will be held on Friday 15 January between 7 – 9 pm at Marks Tey Parish Hall to update Parish Councilors on the CBC Emergency Plan. Action- Mrs. Poulter to attend meeting if possible.

    18. Rural Affordable Housing Guidelines Consultation
CBC has requested feedback from all Parish Councils on this subject. Action –the meeting decided not to provide any feedback at this time as this was more a land owner’s issue.
            19. Greenfield Signs
               Signs at Greenfields have been detached from their posts. This has     been reported to CBC for repair.
            20. Abberton Reservoir Expansion
During Nov/Dec a number of Lorries were seen travelling through Birch transporting trees removed from the site of the new Wild Life Centre despite previous assurances that Birch would not be used as a route for work around the reservoir. Cllr Bentley reported that he had taken this up with the contractors. It was suggested that the license plate numbers of any more Lorries seen using Birch be reported so action can be taken by the contractors to stop this practice.
          21. New Community Street Warden
               Mr. Carl Davies is no longer the Community Street Warden for Birch and has been replaced by Mr. Steve Switzer.
           22. Trees of the Year 2010
               CBC free Tree initiative will be taking place on Saturday 23 January between 10 am and 3 pm at the Rowan House car park off of Sheepen Road. Trees are available to all residents, schools, community/volunteer groups and parish councils. A maximum of 3 trees per resident and 20 trees per other groups.
          23. Parish News Cartoon ideas
                NAP has been asked for £60 to fund the cartoons in the Parish News for 2010. This item is on their agenda for their next meeting. It was agreed that if a donation was not given by NAP the parish council will fund the cartoons in 2010. Action-Mr. Harrison bring up at the NAP meeting. 
           24. Birch Quarry Meeting
                The next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday 10th April at 10 a.m. at Birch Quarry offices.

                  NEXT MEETING -PARISH COUNCIL MEETING Tuesday 2 February at 7.30 pm
.

