                   BIRCH PARISH COUNCIL                     

                                 MINUTES
                                     Tuesday 2 March 2010
           AT BIRCH MEMORIAL HALL 7.30 pm.

Members present: Mrs. E Bowtle, Mr. C Harvey, Mrs. C Cottrell, Mrs. S Poulter, Mr. J Harrison, Mr. A Condron (Clerk), & Cllr A Ellis.
1. Chairman’s opening remarks 
Mrs. Bowtle welcomed everyone to the meeting including Mr. Carr for the website update.
   2. Apologies for absence
Mrs. M Campion, Police Constable  Ms M. Wilson, Police Sergeant Mr. A Drake & Cllr K Bentley
3. Declarations of Interests to any agenda items
Mrs. C Cottrell had declared her interest as a major local land owner.  
4. Public Participation
One resident attended the meeting for the website update.
5. Reports from Borough Councilors’ and Police etc     
 Cllr Kevin Bentley sent and Cllr Andrew Ellis gave a report and the following issues were discussed:
Pot holes and flooding were a major problem in Birch and the surrounding villages. The highways dept are working hard to resolve the problems. A list of blocked culverts and pipes is being put together for future consideration as part of a regular maintenance programme by the highways dept.

Directional road signs have been erected in various locations to discourage Abberton Reservoir construction traffic from entering the parish on route to the construction site.
Ongoing communications are taking place with ECC and the Police regarding a new VAS sign near to the school as you enter the village from the direction of Maldon Road.

A new supply of dog refuse bags had been obtained by Cllr Ellis and will be available on request from Mrs. Bowtle.
 (See also matters arising for other feedback)

The Police sent a report and the following issues were discussed:

There had been two reported crimes this month and some activity in adjoining parishes regarding Hare Coursing
CBC & Essex Police have joined forces to operate a new direct line to report anti-social behavior. The number is 282731 and operates between 8.30 am and 5.30 pm Monday to Friday. Callers outside these hours should ring 999.

Vehicles have been parking in the access road near to the school and in future will be ticketed if this continues after warnings
During a recent mobile speed check outside of the doctor’s surgery 6 cars were stopped out of a total of 35 monitored. One driver was given a fixed penalty notice and points were issued.

The B1022 is being checked for speeding sporadically by the Police van but is low on ECC priorities compared to other high risk roads in the area.

6. Approval of Minutes –February 2010
         The minutes of the meeting held in February 2010 were approved and duly signed by the Chair Mrs. E Bowtle
7. Matters arising
Play Equipment Safety Checks— Mr. Harvey gave a report on the February inspection and no issues arose for discussion. 
      CIF Highway Grants- Surface work on the new disabled and mobile bus parking spaces at the play area has been completed. Signage will be added asap.
      Police Beat Surgery- The last meeting was held on the 26 February.  The next meetings will be on 26 March, 23 April, 21 May and 18 June, between 11.30 am and 1 pm.  
                 Birch Church Grave Yard- The PCC have now confirmed that they are responsible for the up keep of the site which is covered on their own Insurance Policy. Any safety issues at the grave yard should be reported to them so they can take any necessary action. Action.-The Clerk to write to the PCC with a list of issue’s once the area has been inspected by Mrs. Bowtle.
Damaged Railings-- Work to repair/replace the railings was scheduled for January but has not yet started. Cllr Ellis to follow up and report back
Birch Park – Flooding in some of the ditches has been reported to the land owner who are now working across the parish to clear as many ditches as possible to disburse water/flooding problems. Action -Mrs. Cotttrell to report back. 
Heckford Bridge/Maldon Road- No decision received as yet as to how regular hedge trimming to improve line of site can be achieved.  - Cllr Bentley to report back at next meeting.
            EDF Pylon Compensation Claim- The compensation offer was discussed and on advice from the Solicitor rejected. No further news. 
            Dog Bin at Play Area- the bin at Luard Way end of the playing field has been moved nearer to the entrance and dog fouling signs erected at the Greenfield end of the play area
                  Parish Council Vacancy-the council can now co-opt a suitable candidate if they wish to do so. It was decided to keep the vacancy open until the May elections. 
     Parking Outside Birch School- The police have visited the school regarding road safety issues and also made a recommendation to Cllr Bentley regarding having a new 30mph electronic speed sign near to Lower Road. Action- both the Police and Cllr Bentley to report back.
Affordable Housing-After discussion it was decided not to hold a survey as there had been no requests from any residents
               ROSPA Inspection-The annual inspection has been booked for May. An onsite meeting will be held before the inspection to discuss future plans for new equipment and any alterations that may be required.- Action -Clerk to arrange meeting
The Data Protection Act-It would appear that as a Parish Council Birch is required to register with the ICO Data Commissioner. Action – The Clerk is investigating if any costs are involved.
             Waste expansion at Birch Airfield- No further news as yet
Essex Wild Life Trust Presentation- Living Landscape-
Areas suggested for further consideration and discussion were the Village Hall Gardens, the Play Area, the purchase of the Field between the Play Area and Mill Lane, Pudding Lane Green. To include trees, shrubs, Owl & bat boxes etc. benches on appropriate footpaths. The Clerk has written to the Essex Wildlife trust with the list of suggestions. No further news
               Birch Quarry Meeting-It was agreed that the next meeting should be held in June once a decision had been made on which Pits were to be expanded- Action- Clerk to advise the owners

               Damaged Roads/Flooding- Many repairs have now been compled though more incidents are reported each week- Cllr Ellis & Bentley to update meeting
8. Payments Made/Money Received etc.
	AMOUNT
	CHEQUE NO.
	DETAILS

	
	
	

	£255.50
	101105
	Alandal  Consultancy Clerks wages, and expenses for January

	£50
	101107
	Mrs. Farmer Village Cleaning 

	£928.25
	101106
	Bowtle & Lynch Builders Notice Board & Fitting

	
	
	

	
	
	


9. Letter/E mail/Tel Issues
Letter to Stanway Parish Council
         CBC Changing for the Better
10. Neighbourhood Watch
The Parish Bench has been removed from the Old Post Office Junction and reported to the Police. It was decided that an Insurance claim should be made and a quote obtained for a new bench-Action -Clerk to arrange
11. Web page
A discussion was held on the latest changes & additions to the website and congratulations made to both Mr. Carr and the Clerk for the quality and depth of the new content. It was decided that a separate diary page would not be added to the site as a link already existed to events held in Birch alongside those in Layer Breton and Layer Marney. It was agreed that a map of the boundary of Birch Parish should be added together with the footpaths and bridleways if possible. Action- The Webmaster & Clerk

12. Correspondence
        CBC Forward Plan March 2010- June 2010
          Making the Links March 2010 issue
           EALC February 2010 issue  
           The Playing Field winter issue       
  13.  Planning application
       Rear extension Heathcote Cottages, Birch Street – No objections were considered necessary
14.  Fly tipping/litter issues
          None
 15.  Parish Councilor responsibilities report 
     See Mr. Harvey report above
   Mrs. Cottrell reported that a burnt out car needed removing from the road leading to Hardy’s Green from the Maldon Road/Lower Road Junction- Action- Clerk to arrange

   16. Training Courses March 2010 - June 2010 
Power of Well Being – 6 March
Councilor Training Day 2 March 10
SLCC Training Day & AGM March 20

New Clerks Day March 23
                   Law & Procedures 23 April
 Advanced Councilor Training Day 2 April 28th
                   Community Led Plans – 27 March

                 Conference Day -May 5

                 Council Finance -May 18

                 Risk Management – 6 May
                NEW COURSES SINCE THE LAST MEETING

          Health & Safety – 22 June

           Budget & Precept 30 June 
    17.  CIF Grants 2010/11
                  Judging panel meeting has now been put back until 31 March to allow time to verify the panel members. This year only four Parish Clerks will attend chosen by the Colchester Assoc of Local Councils. Other judges will be from other groups who can now apply for funding as well.
                                   18.   Birch Hall Lottery Grant
                  A grant for £6000 plus has been obtained by the Village Hall Committee to install a new loop sound system and replace the tables and chairs at the hall.
    19.  Greenfield Houses Notice Board
                 The new Millennium Notice Board at Pudding Lane has been installed. A resident has volunteered to maintain a new Parish Notice Board if one was erected at Greenfield Houses. It was agreed that quotes for notice boards should be obtained- Action –Clerk to arrange.

            20.  New Anti- Social Behaviour Hotline
                    CBC & Essex Police have joined forces to provide a new direct line to report anti-social behaviour. Details have been added to the Parish website. The new number is 282731 and operates between 8.30 am and 5.30 pm Monday to Friday. Callers outside these hours should leave a message, but urgent calls (i.e. threats to life) should ring 999.
             21. Stanway Parish Council

                   Following a recent letter sent to Stanway Parish Council, they have confirmed that the Policy and Finance committee have agreed that a 30mph speed sign should be erected in the area as you approach Heckford Bridge from Warren Lane. This is now been passed to the Localalism agenda Highways Panel for consideration and action. Clerk to forward communications to Cllr Ellis
             22. Best Kept Village Competition 2010
                   Entries have to be submitted by the 7 April- It was agreed that Birch should enter the competition Action- Clerk to arrange
  23. Dangerous Trees
Potential dangerous trees reported on common land in Mill Lane/Birch have been looked at by the local land owner who is taking action to remove them or make them safe. It was also noted that action has been taken regarding vehicles that park in this location, block the lane and churn up the common grass land 
24. CBC & Parish Elections
       The Government has given Councils the opportunity of looking at their electoral arrangements. A CBC consultation will take place during 1st March & 1st May 2010. It was agreed to support all out elections every four years. - Action – Clerk to notify CBC. 
     NEXT MEETING -PARISH COUNCIL MEETING Wednesday 31 March at 7.30 pm (This will include the end year meeting)
.

