                   BIRCH PARISH COUNCIL                     

                                 MINUTES
                                 Wednesday 31 March 2010
                              (Includes the end year meeting)

  AT BIRCH MEMORIAL HALL 7.30 pm.

Members present: Mrs. E Bowtle, Mrs. C Cottrell, Mrs. S Poulter, Mr. J Harrison, Mrs. M Campion, Mr. A Condron (Clerk), Police Constable Ms. M. Wilson, Cllr K Bentley & Cllr A Ellis
1. Chairman’s opening remarks 
 Mrs. Bowtle welcomed everyone to the meeting including Mr. R Walton from the PCC. This meeting had been brought forward from April because of the Easter holiday. It also includes the end year meeting report March 2010 and approval of the March 2009 end year meeting minutes.
2. Apologies for absence
Mr. C Harvey and Police Sergeant Mr. A Drake
3. Declarations of Interests to any agenda items
Mrs. C Cottrell had declared her interest as a major local land owner and member of the PCC.
Mrs. E Bowtle declared an interest in a tender of work quotation 
4. Public Participation
Mr. Walton attended the meeting for the Grave Yard discussions
Mrs.  Bentley attended for the Borough Councilors reports

5. End Year Report 31 March 2010
The end year report minutes for the period ending 31st March 2009 and end year report for the period ending 31 March 2010 were discussed and approved.
6.  Reports from Borough Councilors’ and Police etc     
  Cllr Kevin Bentley and Cllr Andrew Ellis each gave to a report and the following issues were discussed:
Essex Forum will contribute £600 towards the cost of a new Parish Bench. Cllr Bentley to arrange payment on receipt of an invoice
Flooding, Pot holes and Litter issues had all been addressed or are in the process of being actioned by the relevant CBC/ECC depts. A request was made for two more litter picks in the area which Cllr Ellis will try and arrange
Cllr Bentley will try and get Greenfields kerb/pavement issues included in next year’s highways budget following the unsucceful grant application
Action will be taken to get the sign at Birch Park/Heckford Bridge junction instructing heavy vehicles not to use Birch Park, moved for better line of site as you come down the hill from the Zoo. Cllr Bentley to discuss with highways and report back
The Police gave a report and the following issues were discussed:
One crime reported this month, theft of builder’s equipment from a property in Birch Park. 
Fly tipping and the theft of catalytic convertors are still a problem in adjoining villages. A yellow tipper lorry is suspected to be involved in the fly tipping.
The Parish Council agreed to make a small donation as required towards the cost of an initiative to reward children taking part in a Police/Community project to be held at the school.
7. Approval of Minutes –March 2nd 2010
         The minutes of the meeting held on the 2nd March 2010 were approved and duly signed by the Chair Mrs. E Bowtle
8. Matters arising
              Birch Parish Bench- The missing Parish Bench at the Old Post Office junction was destroyed in an accident on 29 December. The Essex Forum has agreed to contribute towards a replacement bench to a limit of £600.
                 Birch Church Grave Yard- The PCC are responsible for the up keep of the site but it was agreed that the Parish Council will work with them to help improve maintenance issues at the grave yard. The PCC have already taken action on a number of issues. The Parish Clerk will act as a central point of contact and make investigations about possible grant or community volunteer contributions
.
Play Equipment Safety Checks—the Clerk gave a report on the March inspection and any issues were discussed. It was agreed that the old play area equipment should become a high priority for replacement. Clerk to obtain quotes
      CIF Highway Grants 2009/10- all work on the new disabled and mobile bus parking spaces at the play has been completed. The new bay has cost twice the original grant allocation.
      Police Beat Surgery- The last meeting was held on the 26 March.  The next meetings will be on 23 April, 21 May and 18 June, between 11.30 am and 1 pm
Damaged Railings-- Work to repair/replace the railings was scheduled for January but has not yet started. Cllr Ellis to follow up and report back
Birch Park – Flooding in some of the ditches has been reported to the land owner who are now working across the parish to clear as many ditches as possible to disburse water/flooding problems. Action - Mrs. Cottrell to report back on Birch Park. 
Heckford Bridge/Maldon Road- No decision received as yet as to how regular hedge trimming to improve line of site can be achieved. Cllr Bentley will make arrangements for highways to contact local residents.
            EDF Pylon Compensation Claim- It was agreed that the EDF final offer of £1000 plus costs would be accepted. It was noted that the solicitor had decreased his fee to a basic £100. Clerk to contact solicitors.

                  Parish Council Vacancy- Mrs. Boyce has agreed to stand at the next council election.
     Parking Outside Birch School- The police have visited the school regarding road safety issues and also made a recommendation to Cllr Bentley regarding having a new 30mph electronic speed sign near to Lower Road. Action- both the Police and Cllr Bentley to report back.
               ROSPA Inspection-The annual inspection has been booked for May. An onsite meeting will be held before the inspection to discuss future plans for new equipment and any alterations that may be required. – see play equipment safety checks above
The Data Protection Act-It had appeared that as a Parish Council Birch is required to register with the ICO Data Commissioner. After investigation it was noted that we are covered by adopting the Freedom of information Code details of which are published on the Birch Parish Council website.
             Waste expansion at Birch Airfield - No further news.
            Essex Wild Life Trust Presentation- Living Landscape-
Areas suggested for further consideration and discussion were the Village Hall Gardens, the Play Area, the purchase of the Field between the Play Area and Mill Lane, Pudding Lane Green. To include trees, shrubs, Owl & bat boxes etc. benches on appropriate footpaths. The Clerk has written to the Essex Wildlife trust with the list of suggestions. No further news
               Birch Quarry Meeting-It was agreed that the next meeting should be held in June once a decision had been made on which Pits were to be expanded- Action- Still awaiting new date
               Damaged Roads/Flooding- Many repairs have now been compled though more incidents are reported each week- see Cllr Ellis & Bentley reports above
CIF Grants 2010/11-Judging panel meeting has now been put back until 31 March. Birch made two original grants applications which had to be cut back to one. After discussion with CBC the Clerk on behalf of the Parish Council has applied for the fencing at the Play Area and amended the other application on behalf of the TVCA to expand the Village Hall Car Park
                  Greenfield Houses Notice Board-It was agreed that the notice board in Birch Street will be moved to Greenfield Houses/Mill Lane and a new larger board will be erected in Birch Street.

                  Stanway Parish Council-Following a recent letter sent to Stanway Parish Council, they have confirmed that the Policy and Finance committee have agreed that a 30mph speed sign should be erected in the area as you approach Heckford Bridge from Warren Lane. This is now been passed to the Localalism Agenda Highways Panel for consideration and action.  A speed survey is currently being carried out on this stretch of the Maldon Road.

                  Best Kept Village Competition 2010- Application made and received by the RCCE.
9. Payments Made/Money Received etc.
	AMOUNT
	CHEQUE NO.
	DETAILS

	
	
	

	£329.28
	101108
	Alandal  Consultancy Clerks wages, and expenses for January

	£62.50
	101111
	Mrs. Farmer Village Cleaning 

	£205.53
	101110
	EALC annual Subscription

	£100
	101109
	Birch Hall Hire

	
	
	


· VAT has been claimed for the period July- March £ 255.40
10. Letter/E mail/Tel Issues
ECC School Organization Plan 2009-2014
11. Neighbourhood Watch
Damaged fence at the electricity sub- station at Luard Way
Thefts of a number of catholitic convertors from 4 x4 vehicles have taken place in the nearby area.
12. Web page
Work is taking place to add a boundary map to the website
  13. Correspondence
       CBC Forward Plan April 2010- July2010
          Making the Links April 2010 issue
          EALC March 2010 issue  
          Clerks & Councils Direct March 2010
          RCCE Oyster Spring 2010

  14.  Planning application
       Reconstruction of Birch Hall in Birch Park approved
       Extension to Conduit Farm, Birch Park refused by CBC
15.  Fly tipping/litter issues
          None
 16.  Parish Councilor responsibilities report 
  A Pot Hole outside the doctor’s surgery has been repaired but is leaking water- Clerk to report to the highways dept.
  Problems reported that bin men are not using resident’s bricks to secure waste bags once they are empty- Clerk to report to CBC
   17. Training Courses April 2010 - July 2010 
                   Law & Procedures 23 April
 Advanced Councilor Training Day 2 April 28th
                   Community Led Plans – 27 March

                 Conference Day -May 5

                 Council Finance -May 18

                 Risk Management – 26 May (DATE CHANGE)
          Health & Safety – 22 June

           Budget & Precept 30 June 
          NEW COURSES SINCE THE LAST MEETING
           Minutes & Agenda 8 July
   18. Appointment of Internal Auditors for 2010 Accounts
                 It was agreed that ASAP Accounting will be used again -Clerk to arrange
            19. Councilor Mr. C Harvey
                   Following Mr. Harvey recent motor cycle accident, Mr. Harvey has sent an e-mail to the Parish Council regarding his attendance at meetings in the next few months. It was agreed that Mr. Harvey should remain in his position (subject to re-election) and that it should be noted in the minute that he would be absent for sometime because of his injuries but kept fully informed of Parish Council business.
             20. Abandoned Burnt out Car

                  The burnt out car on the road to Hardy’s Green from the Old Post Office Junction was stolen from Romford and reported at the end of February. The car has been removed by driver’s insurance company
             21. Colchester Association of Local Councils
                   It was agreed that Birch would join CALC as they now represent members on a number of CBC/ ECC committees- Clerk to arrange.
       22. CIF Highway Grants 2010/11
                  Our application for a CIF grant to fix the kerbs and pavements at Greenfields has been turned down—see Cllr Bentley report above.
             23. Attended Refuse Freighter Scheme 2010
                   In 2010 the Refuse Freighter’s will be in Birch as follows:-

                   Luard Way, 5 June, 31 July and 25 September, 9.30 am-10.45 am

             24. Upper Hill Farm

                  The Environmental Agency has confirmed that the Farm has an exemption notice to allow them to accept garden waste material to keep as compost on their farm. 
        25. Cycling Framework for Essex 2010 to 2015
It was decided that no action was required
         26. Colchester in Bloom Competition
               The competition is open to all with a CO postcode but it was decided that no application would be made by Birch.
         27. External Audit 1010
                  Birch has been chosen by the Audit Commission, for the 2nd time in three years, for an intermediate audit, from a 5% random sample of all Parish Councils
             28. Community Payback & Parish Councils

                                          Essex probation Service is undertaking a project to do supervised community work within  Parish’s- Clerk to contact regarding further information and help at the grave yard. 
                  NEXT MEETING -PARISH COUNCIL MEETING will be held on Tuesday 4th May at 7.30 pm subject to the need for a Parish Council election (This will include the AGM meeting)
.

