                   BIRCH PARISH COUNCIL                     

                                 MINUTES
                                      Tuesday 1 June 2010
  AT BIRCH MEMORIAL HALL 7.30 pm.

Members present: Mrs. E Bowtle, Mrs. C Cottrell, Mrs. S Poulter, Mrs. M Campion, Mrs. C Boyce, Mr. A Condron (Clerk), Police Constable Ms. M. Wilson, Cllr K Bentley & Cllr A Ellis
1. Chairman’s opening remarks 
 Mrs. Bowtle welcomed everyone to the meeting 
2. Apologies for absence
Mr. C Harvey is still recovering from his accident.
Mr. J Harrison is on holiday.
Police Sergeant Mr. A Drake, 
3. Declarations of Interests to any agenda items
Mrs. C Cottrell had declared her interest as a major local land owner and member of the PCC.
Mrs. E Bowtle declared and interest regarding the Parish Bench Sponsorship

4. Public Participation
No members of the Public were present.

5.  Reports from Borough Councilors’ and Police etc     
  Cllr Kevin Bentley and Cllr Andrew Ellis gave report and the following issues discussed: 
The road sweeper had been out to Hardy’s Green to remove loose stones from the road surface.
Cllr Bentley and Mrs. Bowtle had attended the school project day recently and given some basic information to the children regarding council matters.
The sign age at Birch Park/Heckford Bridge Junction will be improved shortly.
The Police gave a report and the following issues were discussed:
Six children had been selected to receive prizes following the recent school police project initiative on road safety and other police concerns. The Parish council agreed to donate £30 for the prizes.
There had been 5 reported crimes this month but nothing of any significance with potential ongoing problems
6. Approval of Minutes –4th May 2010
         The minutes of the meeting held on the 4th May 2010 were approved and duly signed by the Chair Mrs. E Bowtle
7. Matters arising
              Birch Parish Bench- the Essex Forum had still not paid the donation of £600 contribution towards the cost of a replacement bench .It had been agreed to offer the residents the opportunity to sponsor Parish benches, with a commemorative plaque. An opportunity charge of £125 would be made plus the cost of the plaque and any installation costs which would have to be agreed by the Parish Council. Two residents had come forward for the benches at Pudding Lane and Hardy’s Green. Clerk to report back at next meeting
                 Birch Church Grave Yard- The PCC are responsible for the up keep of the site but it was agreed that the Parish Council will work with them to help improve maintenance issues at the grave yard. A number of discussions have taken place with the Probation office & Essex Wildlife Trust who may be able to help tidy up the. Mrs. Bowtle to arrange dates for work to start.
Play Equipment Safety Checks—the Clerk to give a report on the May inspection and issues were discussed.  It has been agreed that the old play area equipment should become a high priority for replacement. Mrs. Bowtle has obtained 3 quotes and is investigating possible grant funding
      Police Beat Surgery- The last meeting was held on the 21 May. The next meetings will be on 18 June, 16 July, 13 August, 10 September, 8 October, 5 November & 3 December between 11.30 am and 1 pm
Heckford Bridge/Maldon Road- No decision received as yet as to how regular hedge trimming to improve line of site can be achieved. Cllr Bentley has made arrangements for highways to contact local residents.
            EDF Pylon Compensation Claim- It was agreed that the EDF final offer of £1000 plus costs would be accepted. It was noted that the solicitor had decreased his fee to a basic £100. Clerk has instructed the solicitors to complete the claim. No further news
     Parking Outside Birch School- The police have visited the school regarding road safety issues and also made a recommendation to Cllr Bentley regarding having a new 30mph electronic speed sign near to Lower Road. It would appear that ongoing parking problems have reduced. Police to report back on any further problems
             Heavy Vehicles Sign at Heckford Bridge   Action will be taken to get the sign at Birch Park/Heckford Bridge junction instructing heavy vehicles not to use Birch Park, moved for better line of site as you come down the hill from the Zoo. Cllr Bentley has arranged this with highways together with other related issues and report back
             Waste expansion at Birch Airfield - No further news.
            Essex Wild Life Trust Presentation- Living Landscape-
Areas suggested for further consideration and discussion were the Village Hall Gardens, the Play Area, the purchase of the Field between the Play Area and Mill Lane, Pudding Lane Green. To include trees, shrubs, Owl & bat boxes etc. benches on appropriate footpaths. The Clerk has written to the Essex Wildlife trust with the list of suggestions. No further news
               Birch Quarry Meeting-It was agreed that the next meeting should be held in June once a decision had been made on which Pits were to be expanded- Action- Still awaiting new date
CIF Grants 2010/11-Parish Council has been awarded £2000 towards the cost of new fencing at the Play Area (£3750 was applied for) and the TVCA was granted £1564 to expand the Village Hall Car Park on the grassed area. Still awaiting paper work
                  Greenfield Houses Notice Board-It was agreed that the notice board in Birch Street will be moved to Greenfield Houses/Mill Lane and a new larger board will be erected in Birch Street.  Delivery of the new notice board may take a couple of months. No further news
                  Stanway Parish Council-Following a recent letter sent to Stanway Parish Council, they have confirmed that the Policy and Finance committee have agreed that a 30mph speed sign should be erected in the area as you approach Heckford Bridge from Warren Lane. This is now been passed to the Localalism Agenda Highways Panel for consideration and action.  No further news.
Appointment of Internal Auditors for 2010 Accounts- It was agreed that ASAP Accounting will be used again –Clerk & Mrs. Bowtle have signed off accounts and we are awaiting bound copies. 
                  Colchester Association of Local Council-It was agreed that Birch would join CALC as they now represent members on a number of CBC/ ECC committees- Annual membership will start in June.
                  External Audit 1010-Birch has been chosen by the Audit Commission, for the 2nd time in three years, for an intermediate audit, from a 5% random sample of all Parish Councils. Clerk has in hand
                  Community Payback & Parish Councils-Essex probation Service is undertaking a project to do supervised community work within  Parish’s- They have made a visit to Birch to discuss work at the graveyard and play area.- See Birch Graveyard above 
                Greenfields Houses Road Sign-The old sign was damaged and too bad to repair. A new sign has been put up which reads Greenfield Road. Cllr Ellis will report back on discussions to get it replaced a.s.a.p.
Essex Shoppers Mobility Bus-A meeting was held with ECC regarding a proposal for new Shoppers Mobility Bus between Birch & Tollgate Centre.-. It was agreed to ask residents if they would be interested in this service. Clerk to mention again in next Parish press release.
Dog Fouling Signs- Signs will now be put up by CBC on the poles that support the new parking spaces at the Play Area- Still on CBC to do list
   Football Goal Posts-The surface under the goal posts has become bare and the posts need to be moved to allow the grass to recover. It was agreed to ask Guildhall Services to carry out the work. - Clerk has asked Guildhall services to arrange.
 Bus Shelter Hardy’s Green-It’s possible that a grant can be obtained to replace the bus shelter. After discussion it was agreed to try and obtain a grant. No grants being issued at present but we have been added to the list 
8. Payments Made/Money Received etc.
	AMOUNT
	CHEQUE NO.
	DETAILS

	
	
	

	£279.21
	101115
	Alandal  Consultancy Clerks wages, and expenses for May

	£30.55
	101116
	Playsafe-New Caps for walk bridge


	£235.25
	101117
	ASAP Accounting-Internal Audit

	£36
	101118
	 Mrs. Price-Village Cleaning

	£306.09

	101119
	Guildhall Services-Grass cutting April visit

	£35.25
	101120
	Bowtle & Lynch- Play Area safety repairs

	
	
	


9. Letter/E mail/Tel Issues
Mr. J Bancroft re Heckford Bridge Speeding

         Mrs. T Yardley of Wishing Well Cottage Heckford Bridge re sign   age into Birch Park plus other issues
         Colchester Community Voluntary Services
         ECC Definitive Map Modifications

10. Neighbourhood Watch
         None

11. Web page
It was agreed to add a new link to the Essex weather forecasting service.
12. Correspondence
       CBC Forward Plan June 2010- September 2010
          Making the Links June 2010 issue
          EALC May 2010 issue
          Playing Fields- Spring issue

13. Planning application
         Extension Laurel Cottage Birch Street
          Resubmission for Extension at Conduit Farm, Birch Park
14.  Fly tipping/litter issues
          One incident in Birch Park
15.  Parish Councilor responsibilities report 
 None 
 16. Training Courses June 2010 - September 2010 
          Health & Safety – 22 June
          Budget & Precept 30 June 
           Minutes & Agenda 8 July
           NEW COURSES SINCE LAST MEETING
           Roles & Responsibilities 9 September
           Budget & Precept 16 September
    17. Youth Bus Visits
            Meeting arranged with ECC & Mrs. Bowtle for 7 June

     18. School Project Awards

                 Presentation evening on 20th June- It was agreed that the Parish Council would make a donation of up to £250 towards the event subject to the amount of other sponsorship offered to the Gallery.
          19. Winters Lane to Mill Lane Footpath
                 Further complaint that the land owner has not cleared the footpath—Action -Mrs. Cottrell has contacted the tenant again to get the work completed
          20. Love where you live week June 7-14.
                 ECC is asking all Parish Councils to support this initiative. After discussion it was decided that no further action was required.
          21. Restricted Byway 39
                 Is the access clear along the length of the Byway along School Lane from Birch Street to Caper Lane? Cllr Bentley to contact highways to see if this is their responsibility or the local land owner.
NEXT MEETING -PARISH COUNCIL MEETING will be held on Tuesday 6th July at 7.30pm.
