                   BIRCH PARISH COUNCIL                     

                                  MINUTES
                                   Tuesday 5th April 2011
                                (Includes the end year meeting)

  AT BIRCH MEMORIAL HALL 7.30 pm.

Members present: Mrs. E Bowtle, Mrs. C Boyce, Mrs. S Poulter, Mr. J Harrison, Mr. C Harvey, Mrs. M Campion, Mr. A Condron (Clerk), Cllr A Ellis, & Cllr K Bentley.
1. Chairman’s opening remarks
Mrs. Bowtle welcomed everyone to the meeting and advised all present that the meeting would include the End Year Report as at 31st March 2011and approval of the minutes for the End Year Report as at 31st March 2010.
2. Apologies for absence
       Mrs. C Cottrell & Police Constable Ms. M Wilson
3. Declarations of Interests to any agenda items
Mrs. Cottrell had declared her interest as a major local land owner and member of the PCC. Mrs. Bowtle declared and interest in some project work approved by the Council.
4. Public Participation
None
5. End Year Report 31 March 2011

The end year report has been circulated and was agreed by the meeting. The minutes for the period to 31st March 2010 were approved and duly signed by the Chair

6. Reports from Borough Councilors’ and Police etc.     
  Cllr Ellis and Cllr Bentley to give a report and the following issues discussed:  
       Action points from the last meeting as below
     The Police sent a report that had been sent too late for the previous meeting:
    The report was read out by but the content was not discussed in any detail as it has appeared in last month’s press release.

                   7.  Approval of Minutes –1st March 2011
  The minutes of the meeting held on the 1st March 2011were approved and duly signed by the Chair.
8.   Matters arising.
              Birch Parish Bench- Following another suggestion consideration will be given to the installation of the spare bench in the Grave Yard rather than Mill Lane- Mrs. Cottrell has spoken to Rev Martin Clarke and is still waiting for a decision. Mrs. Cottrell to report back. 
Play Equipment Safety Checks—Mr. Harvey gave a report on the March inspection which had to be curtailed because of bad weather. A second inspection would take place during the coming week. - Clerk to contact Guildhall Services regarding the grass cutting and weed treatment
      Police Beat Surgery- The last meeting was held on 25 March. The next meetings will be held on 15 April, 20 May and 17 June between 11.30 am and 1 pm
            EDF Pylon Compensation Claim- A letter received from the solicitors has indicated that there is no need to go to the expense of registering the deeds to the play area with the Land Registry. There was no further news regarding the compensation claim. 
             Heavy Vehicles Sign at Heckford Bridge- Cllr Bentley has requested an onsite meeting with Highways to discuss ongoing problems at the junction and is still awaiting reply- No further news 
Waste Expansion at Birch Airfield- An application has now been received and the meeting decided not to support the application because of an increase in potential lorry traffic, smell, the height of the building, and the close location of the school. The Clerk has sent a letter to ECC giving reasons why Birch does not support the application.

CIF Grants 2010/11- Fencing at the Play Area has now been erected. It was agreed that work at the Hall Car Park would be held until the spring. Work should start on the car park in early April
  Parking Outside of School- A meeting was held at Birch Memorial Hall on the 30 March –Police to report at next meeting.  
Dog Problem at Greenfield Houses- A new fence has been erected &the old one repaired as necessary.
                                    Precept 2011- It is expected that the Parish element of the Council Tax for a band D property will increase by around four pounds fifty pence- Clerk has sent off the application form no further news
                                    Layer Breton Parish Meeting- A formal letter has been sent to Layer Breton Parish Meeting suggesting that a new Birch & Layer Breton Parish Council be formed as this would be of financial benefit to all residents in improving facilities. –Still no response as yet, but a reply is not expected until their next meeting on 16th May.
                                    Birch Shoppers Bus- The service started on 23 March 2011
                                    A railing at the bottom of Birch Hill- Necessary work has now been completed to make the area safe. - Clerk to contact Mrs. Cottrell to make a potentially unsafe tree safe at the junction
                                            Lower Road/Maldon Road Junction- New sign now erected white lining has not yet been done yet.
                                    Mineral Development Public Consultation-No further news
                                         Bus Shelter Grant-New shelter should be installed on 28th April.
                                    Essex Environment Trust-A grant of £9650 has been given towards the purchase of new equipment and fencing at the Play Area
                                         Luard Way Footpath--Following a complaint from a resident to ECC and a reply which was considered to be unsatisfactory the meeting asked the Clerk to contact Cllr Ellis to take this matter up with ECC. - Action- Cllr Ellis to contact the resident concerned & follow up with highways.
9.   Payments Made/Money Received etc.
	AMOUNT
	CHEQUE NO.
	DETAILS

	
	
	

	£50
	101165
	 Mrs. Farmer-Village Cleaning January

	£368.56
	101166
	Alandal Consultancy
Clerks wages and expenses for January

	£35
	101167
	CALC annual subscription

	£15.47
	101168
	PCC-Police meeting leaflets

	£100
	101169
	Birch Memorial Hall Hire


10. Letter/E mail/Tel Issues
Essex & Suffolk Water re Abberton Pipeline

CALC Minutes

CBC re Malting Green Road Layer de la Haye

Birch Airfield Planning Objection from BPC

Birch Grant thank you letter to CBC from BPC

Letter to Mrs. Chapman re -Luard Way footpath from BPC
ECC Concessionary Travel Scheme

Hanson Group- Play Area Donation 
11. Neighbourhood Watch
Nothing reported

12.  Web page
 Nothing reported
13. Correspondence
       Making the Links March 2011 issue
       EALC March issue 2011
     14.  Planning application
        Extensions to “Lommel” Birch Street
         15.   Fly tipping/litter issues

Nothing reported
16.  Parish Councilor responsibilities report
            Mr. Harvey report on the play are see item 7 above
Mr. Harrison reported that stray horses had been seen on the Play Area and motor bikes had been a nuisance on nearby fields,
Mrs. Bowtle had received notice that a tree had fallen over at the Play Area. Cllr Harrison to arrange for the probation service working party to remove the tree for safety.
   17.  Training Courses April 2011 – July 2011 
                                                        Health & Safety April 6
                                                        Freedom of Information/Data Protection May 11
                                                        Minutes & Agenda May 26
                                                        Cemetery Workshop June 7
                                                         Councilor Training (Day 1) June 16

                                                         Roles & Responsibilities June 22

                                                         Budget & Precept June 30
             NEW COURSES SINCE LAST MEETING
             Tax Work Shop April 8

             Audit Briefing April
             Chairman’s Day 1 July 6

             Councillor Training Day 2 July 1

                                     18.    Neighbourhood Action Panel
                                    The next meeting will be held on the 4th May between 7pm -9pm at the Crown Public House in Messing
                          19.    Refuse Freighter Visits
                                                           Birch Luard Way, (9.30 am to 10.45 am) 

                                              Layer Breton St Mary Church, (11.00 am to 12.00 noon)

                                               June 18, August 13, October 8,
                                    20.    Village Memorial Hall
                                    Lead has been stolen from the Memorial Hall roof. Lead will not be used again when repairs are carried out.
                             21.   Public Sector Mapping Agreement
                                    The present agreement with Ordinance Survey via CBC expires on 31 March. The Clerk has renewed the agreement which does not cost any money but allows the Parish to use free maps on the Parish website.
                                                           22.     Audit of Internal Accounts
                                    The meeting agreed to appoint ASAP Accounting to undertake the internal audit again this year. Clerk to arrange.
                                 23.  Essex C.C. Big Society Fund
                                         A new grant fund has been launched by ECC. The meeting decided to apply for money towards sports equipment or the proposed wildlife area for the Play Area.
                                    THE NEXT -PARISH COUNCIL MEETING will be held on Tuesday 3rd May 2011 at 7.30pm. (This will includes the AGM meeting)
