                   BIRCH PARISH COUNCIL                     

                                   MINUTES
                                   Tuesday 3rd May 2011
                                     (Includes the AGM)

  AT BIRCH MEMORIAL HALL 7.30 pm.

Members present: Mrs. E Bowtle, Mrs. C Boyce, Mrs. S Poulter, Mr. J Harrison, Mr. C Harvey, Mrs. C Cottrell, Mr. A Condron (Clerk), & Cllr A Ellis, 
1. Election of Chairman and acceptance of office.
Mrs. E Bowtle was elected unopposed as Chairman
2. Chairman’s welcome
The Chairman to thank all officers who have served during the previous 12 months. Special thanks to Cllrs Ellis & Bentley as well as Police Constable Wilson for all their hard work in the Parish. Mr. Carr for his excellent work on the website and Mr. Russell Grant for the Parish News.

3. Apologies for absence
Mrs. M Campion, Cllr K Bentley & Police Constable Mrs. M Wilson
4. Election of Officers

      Mr. C Harvey was elected unopposed as Deputy Chairman

All other councillors have agreed to re-stand in the various positions held on the council in 2010/11. Mr. Condron has agreed to carry on as the Parish Clerk for the coming year.
5. Declarations of Interests to any agenda items
Mrs. Cottrell had declared her interest as a major local land owner and member of the PCC. Mrs. Bowtle declared and interest in some project work approved by the Council.
All Councillors present reviewed and update their current declaration of interest forms. Mrs. Campion to update her form at the June Parish meeting
6. Public Participation
None
7. Minutes of the previous AGM held on 4th May 2010

Discussed and agreed at the end year meeting held on 5th April 2011

8. Matters Arising

Discussed and agreed at the end year meeting held on 5th April 2011

9. Approval of Accounts for year ended 31st March 2011

Accounts were presented at the meeting which have had an independent audit and were approved by the full Council of officers after review of auditor’s comments & recommendations.
10. Review of Council Procedures & Policies
Standing Orders
Freedom of Information Act

Complaints Procedure

Financial Regulations

Risk Assessment

Grants Policy

Parish Clerk Job Description

Parish Clerk Contract of Employment

Asset Register

All of the above were reviewed and approved by the full Council of officers.
11. Date of next AGM 2012

Provisional for 1st May, 2012 subject to elections or bank holidays

12. Reports from Borough Councillors’ and Police etc.     
  Cllr Ellis gave a report and Cllr Bentley supplied a report and the following issues discussed: 
       Action points from the last meeting as below
     The Police supplied a report and no issues were discussed:
                   13.  Approval of Minutes –4th April 2011
  The minutes of the meeting held on the 4th April 2011 were approved and duly signed by the Chair.
14.  Matters arising.
              Birch Parish Bench- Installation of a bench in the Grave Yard - Mrs. Cottrell has spoken to the dioceses and an official application from the PCC is required - Mrs. Cottrell  to report at next meeting. 
Play Equipment Safety Checks—Mr. Harvey gave a report on the May inspection and no issues were discussed however some equipment had required loose bolts to be tightened during the month which may have been caused by vandalism. The contract for new Play Equipment had been given to Komplan for an all-in price of £30.000.
      Police Beat Surgery- The last meeting was held on 25 April. The next meetings will be held on 20 May and 17 June between 11.30 am and 1 pm
            EDF Pylon Compensation Claim- A letter received from the solicitors has indicated that payment may be settled shortly -Clerk to report at next meeting. 
             Heavy Vehicles Sign at Heckford Bridge- Cllr Bentley has requested an onsite meeting with Highways to discuss ongoing problems at the junction and is still awaiting reply- No further news 
Waste Expansion at Birch Airfield- An application has now been received and the meeting decided not to support the application because of an increase in potential lorry traffic, smell, the height of the building, and the close location of the school. The Clerk has sent a letter to ECC giving reasons why Birch does not support the application. - No further news
CIF Grants 2010/11- Work to extend the Memorial Hall Car Park has now been completed.
  Parking Outside of School- A meeting was held at Birch Memorial Hall on the 30 March –Police to report at next meeting.  
                                    Precept 2011- It is expected that the Parish element of the Council Tax for a band D property will increase by around four pounds fifty pence- April/September payment has been received.
                                    Layer Breton Parish Meeting- A formal letter has been sent to Layer Breton Parish Meeting suggesting that a new Birch & Layer Breton Parish Council be formed as this would be of financial benefit to all residents in improving facilities. –Still no response as yet, but a reply is not expected until their next meeting on 16th May.
                                    Railings at the bottom of Birch Hill- the necessary repair work has now been completed to make the area safe. Mrs. Cottrell has made arrangements to make a potentially unsafe tree safe at the junction
                                            Lower Road/Maldon Road Junction- New sign now erected white lining has not yet been done yet. - Cllr Bentley to report at next meeting
                                    Mineral Development Public Consultation-No further news
                                         Bus Shelter Grant-New shelter will be installed on 3 May, delayed because of suppliers holidays                            

                                         Luard Way Footpath--Following a complaint from a resident to ECC and a reply which was considered to be unsatisfactory the meeting asked the Clerk to contact Cllr Ellis to take this matter up with ECC. - Action- Cllr Ellis is still following up with highways department.
                                    Audit of Internal Accounts-the meeting approved the end year accounts to 31st March 2011.

                                         Essex C.C. Big Society Fund-A new grant fund has been launched by ECC. The meeting decided to apply for money towards sports equipment or the proposed wildlife area for the Play Area. - No further news
15.   Payments Made/Money Received etc.
	AMOUNT
	CHEQUE NO.
	DETAILS

	
	
	

	£100
	101173
	 Mrs. Farmer-Village Cleaning April

	£278.30
	101170
	Alandal Consultancy
Clerks wages and expenses for April

	£240
	101171
	ASAP Accounting--internal Audit

	£217
	101172
	EALC annual subscription

	£1420.86
	101174
	Aon Ltd- Annual insurance

	£1000
	RECIEVED
	TVCA Donation towards new play equipment

	£5032.50
	RECIEVED
	CBC Precept Payment
April/September


16. Letter/E mail/Tel Issues
Essex & Suffolk Water re Abberton Pipeline

ECC letter Fountain Lane Closure May 26 for seven days

17. Neighbourhood Watch
Nothing reported
18.  Web page
Mr. Carr would like to make alterations to the profile information submitted for inclusion on the website. All Councillors asked the Clerk to liaise with Mr. Carr regarding his thoughts on this matter as they were happy with the information they had written but was open to suggestions. Clerk to report back to next meeting
19. Correspondence
       Making the Links April 2011 issue
       EALC April issue 2011
       RCCE Oyster Spring 2011 issue 29

       Colchester Community Voluntary Services Lunch & Awards

     20.  Planning application
        Erection of a Conservatory, Sandford Hall, Hardy’s Green
 Extension/Annexe/Holiday lets at No 6, Birch Cottages Birch St.
The Council objected to this application as it appears to be a separate dwelling.
 New dwelling land adjacent to Mill Farm Surgery Birch Street

The Council objected to this application on the grounds of   Backfill, Parking & Change of use from agricultural to residential use.
         21.   Fly tipping/litter issues

Nothing reported
22.  Parish Councillor responsibilities report
            Mr. Harvey report on the play are see item 14 above
            Mrs. Cottrell reported that the footpath near Silvia Cottage was blocked & that there was a surface water problem near to Bockingham Farm.
            Mr. Harrison reported that there had been further noise from motor bikes in nearby fields.

   23. Training Courses May 2011 –August 2011 
                                                                          Freedom of Information/Data Protection May 11
                                    Minutes & Agenda May 26
                                    Cemetery Workshop June 7

                                    Councillor Training (Day 1) June 1
                                    Budget & Precept June 30

Councillor Training (Day 2) July 1
Chairman’s Day 1 July 6
             NEW COURSES SINCE LAST MEETING

Councillor Training Day 2 July 14
                                    24.   Neighbourhood Action Panel

                                    The next meeting will be held on the 4th May between 7pm -9pm at the Crown Public House in Messing
                          25.    ROSPA Inspection

                                    The ROSPA inspection due in May has been cancelled pending the installation of new Play Equipment.
                              26.   Footpath Mill Lane- Winters Hill

                                   A complaint received regarding the condition of the footpath had been taken up with the farmer concerned.
                            27.  Annual Council Insurance Renewal

                                   Insurance premium was approved.

                            28.  Essex Wildlife Trust

                                    Discussions have taken place regarding the Essex Wildlife Trust working with the Parish Council on a number of projects- Mr. Harrison to ask the Trust to give a presentation at the June meeting.
                            29.  Mill Lane Notice Board
                                   It was agreed that a new notice board for Mill Lane should be ordered and installed when ready
                            30. Conservation Area
                                   The status of building & making alterations to buildings in a conversation area was discussed- Cllr Ellis to check with CBC with reference to Birch School

                                    THE NEXT -PARISH COUNCIL MEETING will be held on Tuesday 7th June 2011 at 7.30pm
