BIRCH PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES
Tuesday 7th June 2011
AT BIRCH MEMORIAL HALL 7.30 pm.

Members present: Mrs. E Bowtle, Mrs. C Boyce, Mr. J Harrison, Mrs. C Cottrell, Mrs. M Campion Mr. A Condron (Clerk), Cllr K Bentley & Police Constable Ms. M Wilson
1. Chairman’s opening remarks 
Mrs. Bowtle welcomed everyone to the meeting including one resident. Congratulations to Cllr Ellis on his re-election as Ward Councillor. Congratulations to Cllr Bentley for his new portfolio at ECC.
2. Apologies for absence
            Mr. C Harvey, Cllr A Ellis & Mrs. S Poulter
3. Declarations of Interests to any agenda items
Mrs. Cottrell had declared her interest as a major local land owner and member of the PCC. Mrs. Bowtle declared and interest in some project work approved by the Council.
     Mrs. Campion has updated her declaration of interests form. 
4. Public Participation
One resident attended the meeting for the Wildlife presentation
5. Reports from Borough Councilors’ and Police etc.     
   Cllr Bentley gave a report on behalf of himself & Cllr Ellis and the following issues were discussed: 
            Action points from the last meeting as below
         The Police to supply a report and any issues discussed:
     Police Sargeant Andy Drake has been promoted and relocated to Clacton. Sergeant John Horsecraft has taken over his position.

    No crimes have been recorded since the last meeting. 

    The action points from the recent public meeting on parking outside the School were being reviewed with Cllr Bentley with a view on how best to approach the Highways department to improve the situation
          Essex Wildlife Trust gave a presentation on the Birch & Layer Breton Living Landscape Project & issues discussed
         The first phase of the project will be based on the Song Thrush.

         The Parish Council is in the process of applying for funds to support a “Birch Wildlife Initiative” which will include the needs of the Living Landscape Project.
6.  Approval of Minutes –3rd May 2011
                         The minutes of the meeting held on the 3rd May 2011 were approved and duly signed by the Chair.
7.   Matters arising.
              Birch Parish Bench- Installation of a bench in the Grave Yard - Mrs. Cottrell has spoken to the dioceses and an official application from the PCC is required. Due to the slow progress involved residents will be asked their opinion of having the bench sited at the play area instead. - Mrs. Cottrell/Clerk- to report at next meeting. 
Play Equipment Safety Checks—Mr. Harvey was not able to provide a report on the June inspection as work to install new Play Equipment started 31 May.
      Police Beat Surgery- The last meeting was held on 20 May. The next meeting will be held on 17 June, 8 July, 12 August, 9 September, 7 October, 4 November & 2 December between 11.30 am and 1 pm
            EDF Pylon Compensation Claim- A letter received from the solicitors has indicated that payment may be settled shortly -Clerk to report at next meeting. 
             Heavy Vehicles Sign at Heckford Bridge- Cllr Bentley has requested an onsite meeting with Highways to discuss ongoing problems at the junction and is still awaiting reply- No further news 
Waste Expansion at Birch Airfield- The planning application has now been withdrawn.
  Parking Outside of School- Feedback from the meeting that was held at Birch Memorial Hall on the 30 March is now being discussed with Cllr Bentley to decide the best way to approach the Highways dept. –Police to report at next meeting.
                                    Layer Breton Parish Meeting- Though no formal reply has been received by the Clerk it was reported that Layer Breton Parish Meeting had decided not to have any discussion with Birch Parish Council to see if a new combined Birch & Layer Breton Parish Council should be formed. 
                                            Lower Road/Maldon Road Junction- white lining has not yet been completed - Cllr Bentley to update meeting
                                    Mineral Development Public Consultation-No further news
            Footpath Hardy’s Green-Mrs. Cottrell reported that the footpath near Silvia Cottage was blocked & that there was a surface water problem near to Bockingham Farm- No further news
                    Luard Way Footpath--Following a complaint from a resident to ECC and a reply which was considered to be unsatisfactory the meeting asked the Clerk to contact Cllr Ellis to take this matter up with ECC. - Cllr Ellis to update meeting
                                         Essex C.C. Big Society Fund-A new grant fund has been launched by ECC. The meeting decided to apply for money towards sports equipment or the proposed wildlife area for the Play Area. –Fast track status consideration will be given to Birch wildlife initiative. 
                                    Footpath Mill Lane- Winters Hill-A complaint received regarding the condition of the footpath had been taken up with the farmer concerned- No further news
                                    Mill Lane Notice Board-It was agreed that a new notice board for Mill Lane should be ordered and installed when ready. - Mrs. Bowtle to report back to meeting.
                                   Conservation Area-The status of building & making alterations to buildings in a conversation area was discussed- Cllr Ellis to check with CBC with reference to Birch School
 8.   Payments Made/Money Received etc.
	AMOUNT
	CHEQUE NO.
	DETAILS

	
	
	

	£320.25
	101175
	Alandal Consultancy
Clerks wages and expenses for May

	£1016.40
	101176
	Guildhall Services-grass cutting & fence repairs

	£2268
	101177
	Bowtle & Lynch-Bus shelter installation (grant funding)

	£146.40
	101178
	Netscan UK-Website domain renewal

	£25
	101179
	EALC- New copy of Standing Orders for Councils-see item 18 below

	£5916
	101180
	Littlethorpe -new bus shelter-grant funding

	£25
	101181
	Flair for Food –deposit for play Area opening buffet


                       9. Letter/E mail/Tel Issues
From Mr. Pullen regarding planning application for Mill Farm Surgery
10. Neighbourhood Watch
A missing cover in the Telephone box at Hardy’s Green has been repaired.
11.  Web page
The updated Councilor profile information agreed by the Council has been sent for inclusion on the website. 
12. Correspondence
       Making the Links May 2011 issue
       EALC May issue 2011
       Clerks & Councils Direct issue 75 May 2011

       The Playing Fields spring issue

     13.  Planning applications
        Extension to “Lommel” Birch Street- application approved
        Expansion at Birch Airfield—application withdrawn

        Conservatory at Sandford Hall, Hardy’s Green has been approved

         14.   Fly tipping/litter issues

Nothing reported
15.  Parish Councilor responsibilities reports
            Mrs. Boyce gave a report on CALC meeting of 2 June
Mr. Harrison noted that many roads where the pipe laying was taking place needed sweeping. Action -Clerk to contact Cllr Bentley.

   16. Training Courses June 2011 –September 2011 
                                    Cemetery Workshop June 7
                                    Councilor Training (Day 1) June 16
                                    Budget & Precept June 30
Councilor Training (Day 2) July 14
Chairman’s Day 1 July 6
        NEW COURSES SINCE LAST MEETING

        Budget & Precept September 6
        Advanced Councilor Training (Day 1 September 8)
        Chairman’s (Day 2) September 14
                                    17.   Neighbourhood Action Panel
                                    The next meeting will be held on 7th September, 7 pm -9 pm Peldon Village Hall
                          18.   Standing Orders for Local Councils
                                     It was agreed to purchase a new edition at a cost of £25. 

                          19.   External Accounts Audit 
                                  Audit for year ending 31 March 2011 has been sent off with all relevant paper work.
                           20.  Play Area Opening 25 June
                                  The official opening for new play equipment was discussed and action points agreed.
                                                           21.  Grant Applications

                                   Two applications have been sent off to Tesco for £3800 and ECC for £5000 for the Wildlife project initiatives.

                             22. Tree Planting Grants
                                   Grants are available for Tree Planting, - Action- Clerk to make further investigations linked to the Birch Wildlife initiative. 
                                    THE NEXT -PARISH COUNCIL MEETING will be held on Tuesday 5th July 2011 at 7.30pm
