                   BIRCH PARISH COUNCIL                     

                                  MINUTES
                                   Tuesday 5th July 2011
  AT BIRCH MEMORIAL HALL 7.30 pm.

Members present: Mrs. E Bowtle, Mrs. C Boyce, Mr. J Harrison, Mrs. C Cottrell, Mr. C Harvey, Mrs. S Poulter, Mrs. M Campion Mr. A Condron (Clerk), & Cllr A Ellis, 
1. Chairman’s opening remarks 
Mrs. Bowtle welcomed everyone to the meeting. 
2. Apologies for absence
            Cllr K Bentley & Police Constable Ms. M Wilson
3. Declarations of Interests to any agenda items
Mrs. Cottrell had declared her interest as a major local land owner and member of the PCC. Mrs. Bowtle declared and interest in some project work approved by the Council.
4. Public Participation
None present
5. Reports from Borough Councilors’ and Police etc.     
  Cllr Ellis supplied a report on behalf of himself & Cllr Bentley and the following issues were discussed: 
            Action points from the last meeting as below
Cllr Ellis commented on the success of the Play Equipment opening and that Cllr John Jowers of ECC enjoyed the event.
     The Police supplied a report and the following issues were discussed:
     NAP meetings were discussed & considered to be no longer necessary as agenda items get discussed at the Parish Council meetings.
     More speed checks are now taking place in the area to deter drink driving incidents.
6. Approval of Minutes –7th June 2011
                         The minutes of the meeting held on the 7th June 2011 were approved and duly signed by the Chair.
7.   Matters arising.
              Birch Parish Bench- It was agreed that the spare Parish bench will be sited in Mill Lane.

Play Equipment Safety Checks—Mr. Harvey supplied a report on the July inspection, and opening of the new Play Equipment. The waste bin and signs still had to be erected- Action- Clerk to liaise with Mr. Bowtle.
      Police Beat Surgery- The last meeting was held on 17 June. The next meeting will be held on 8 July, 12 August, 9 September, 7 October, 4 November & 2 December between 11.30 am and 1 pm
            EDF Pylon Compensation Claim- The final comments received from the solicitors were discussed and agreed. -Clerk to report at next meeting. 
             Heavy Vehicles Sign at Heckford Bridge- Cllr Bentley has requested an onsite meeting with Highways to discuss ongoing problems at the junction and is still awaiting reply- No further news 
  Parking Outside of School - No further news received yet. It was noted that 4 coaches will be at the school on 11 July for a school trip –Police/Cllr Bentley to report.
                                            Lower Road/Maldon Road Junction- white lining has not yet been completed - Cllr Bentley to report.
                                    Mineral Development Public Consultation-No further news
            Footpath Hardy’s Green-Mrs. Cottrell reported that the footpath near Silvia Cottage was blocked & a gate had been erected. Cllr Ellis to visit the area with & report back on action taken.
                    Luard Way Footpath--Following a complaint from a resident to ECC and a reply which was considered to be unsatisfactory, the meeting asked the Clerk to contact Cllr Ellis to take this matter up with ECC. - Cllr Ellis to report
                                         Essex C.C. Big Society Fund-A new grant fund has been launched by ECC. The meeting decided to apply for money towards sports equipment or the proposed wildlife area for the Play Area. –Fast track status consideration will be given to Birch wildlife initiative.

                                    Footpath Mill Lane- Winters Hill-A complaint received regarding the condition of the footpath has now been rectified by the farmer concerned.

                                    Mill Lane Notice Board-The new notice board for Mill Lane has now been ordered and will be installed when ready. - Mrs. Bowtle to report back.
                                   Conservation Area-The status of building & making alterations to buildings in a conversation area was discussed- Cllr Ellis confirmed that Birch School and its grounds both had conservation status.

                                    Tree Planting Grants-The Clerk had investigated further and confirmed that the Trees available via ECC/CBC would not meet the requirements of the Birch Wildlife initiative. 
 8.   Payments Made/Money Received etc.
	AMOUNT
	CHEQUE NO.
	DETAILS

	
	
	

	£310.20
	101182
	Alandal Consultancy
Clerks wages and expenses for June

	£187.50
	101183
	Mrs. Farmer – Village cleaning May & June

	£55
	101184
	RCCE annual renewal (see item 19 below)

	£179.20
	101185
	Aon Ltd—Increased insurance premium for new play equipment- (see item 18 below)

	£95
	101186
	Birch Memorial Hall Hire
Parish Council meetings

	£20
	101187
	Birch Gallery-Paint Set prize Play Area Opening

	£205 
	101188
	Flair for Food – Play Area opening buffet 25th June

	£547.20
	101189
	Grass Cutting & Maintenance

	£2310.77
	RECIEVED
	VAT 5th Jan- 7th June


                       9. Letter/E mail/Tel Issues
Magnos - Bradwell Site Decommissioning
10. Neighbourhood Watch
      Complaints received about dangerous speeding farm vehicles-Action –Mrs. Cottrell would investigate further.
11.  Web page
The updated Councilor profile information was discussed and it was agreed by the Council that this should be added to the website. Action - Clerk to contact Mr. Carr again to arrange and pass on thanks for recent updates posted.
12. Correspondence
       Making the Links July 2011 issue
       EALC June issue 2011
       Clerks & Council Direct July 2011
     13.  Planning applications
       Extension 36 Birch Street
       New Build behind Mill Farm Surgery Birch St- application withdrawn

       Gate House Farm, Birch School Hill- Change of use to residential

         14.   Fly tipping/litter issues

Nothing reported
15.  Parish Councilor responsibilities reports
Mr. Harvey- play area report see item 7 above 
Mrs. Poulter reported that the footpath from Mill Lane & the Play Area was in need of attention. There had also been an incident of a dog running loose again.
   16. Training Courses July 2011 –October 2011 
Councilor Training (Day 2) July 14
Chairman’s Day 1 July 6
        Budget & Precept September 6
        Advanced Councilor Training (Day 1 September 8)
        Chairman’s (Day 2) September 14
        NEW COURSES SINCE LAST MEETING
        Power of Well Being October 6
        New Clerks Day October 5

        Planning Day October 13
        Roles & Responsibilities October 18
                                    17.   Neighbourhood Action Panel
                                    The next meeting will be held on 7th September, 7 pm -9 pm Peldon Village Hall subject to confirmation by the Police.
                          18.   Parish Insurance
                                   New equipment added to insurance policy extra premium £179. 20 - Clerk to report back
                           19.  RCCE Annual membership
                                   The meeting decided to renew the annual subscription.
                           20.  Birch Street
                                    A complaint has been received about ornaments sales in the front garden of a House in Birch Street—Cllr Ellis to report back

  21. Birch Wildlife Project Initiative
It was agreed that Mr. Harrison would take on the responsibility as the Parish Council Wildlife Officer.  
              22. Payments during August
 The meeting to agree that if the Clerk requests that a payment is made before the next meeting in September, that any two of Mrs. Bowtle, Mr. Harvey & Mrs. Cottrell could sign the necessary cheque, providing that there is no conflict of interest by these signatories. Any payments made will be recorded as an agenda item for the September meeting.
                                    THE NEXT -PARISH COUNCIL MEETING will be held on Tuesday 6th September 2011 at 7.30pm (no meeting in August)
