                   BIRCH PARISH COUNCIL                     

                                  MINUTES
                                Tuesday 6th September 2011
                         BIRCH MEMORIAL HALL 7.30 pm.

Members present: Mr. C Harvey, Mrs. C Boyce, Mr. J Harrison, Mrs. C Cottrell, Mrs. S Poulter, Mrs. M Campion Mr. A Condron (Clerk) & Cllr A Ellis. 
1. Chairman’s opening remarks 
Mr. Harvey welcomed everyone to the meeting as Acting Chairman while Mrs. Bowtle was away on holiday. 
2. Apologies for absence
      Mrs. E Bowtle. Cllr K Bentley, Police Constable Ms. M Wilson
3. Declarations of Interests to any agenda items
Mrs. Cottrell declared her interest as a major local land owner and member of the PCC. 
4. Public Participation
None present.
5. Reports from Borough Councilors’ and Police etc.     
  Cllr Ellis gave & Cllr Bentley to supplied reports and the following issues were discussed: 
            Action points from the last meeting as below
            Cllr Ellis gave an update future CBC Grant Funding- see also item 18 below

     The Police supplied a report and the following were discussed:
    The new Emergency 101 number
     A vehicle incident at School Hill/Lower Road where railings have been damaged

     School Parking & speed checks.
6. Approval of Minutes –5th July 2011
                         The minutes of the meeting held on the 5th July 2011were approved and duly signed by the Chair 
              7.   Matters arising.
              Birch Parish Bench- The spare Parish bench has been installed in Mill Lane
Play Equipment Safety Checks—Mr. Harvey supplied a report on recent inspections and no discussion was required. It was agreed that the invoice for the new Play Equipment should be paid once all outstanding issued have been addressed by Komplan. - Clerk report at next meeting
      Police Beat Surgery- The last meeting was held on 12 August. The next meeting will be held on 9 September, 7 October, 4 November & 2 December between 11.30 am and 1 pm
            EDF Pylon Compensation Claim- -Clerk has sent the final approval back signed by all the Parish Council signatories – Clerk to report back at next meeting regarding settlement
             Heavy Vehicles Sign at Heckford Bridge- Cllr Bentley has requested an onsite meeting with Highways to discuss ongoing problems at the junction and is still awaiting reply- No further news 
  Parking Outside of School – No further news –Police/Cllr Bentley to report at next meeting.
                                            Lower Road/Maldon Road Junction- white lining has been completed on the Lower Road side of the junction bot not the Hardy’s Green side- Cllr Bentley to report at next meeting.
                                    Mineral Development Public Consultation-No further news
            Footpath Hardy’s Green-Mrs. Cottrell reported that the footpath near Silvia Cottage was blocked & a gate had been erected. Cllr Ellis to visit & report back on action taken.
                     Footpaths—No further news Cllr Ellis will visit all reported problem areas and take this matter up with ECC. - Cllr Ellis to report back at next meeting
                                         Essex C.C. Big Society Fund-–A grant of £5000 has been given to the Parish Council by ECC to develop the Birch Wildlife Initiative at the Play Area.
                                    Mill Lane Notice Board-The new notice board for Mill Lane has been installed. 
                                    Speeding Farm Vehicles- No further problems reported
                                         Birch Street- A complaint has been received about ornaments sales in the front garden of a House in Birch Street—Cllr Ellis to report at next meeting
 8.   Payments Made/Money Received etc.
	AMOUNT
	CHEQUE NO.
	DETAILS

	
	
	

	£446.54
	101190
	Alandal Consultancy
Clerks wages and expenses for July/August

	£200
	101191
	Mrs. Farmer – Village cleaning July/August

	£421.20
	101192
	Guildhall Services-Grass Cutting July/August

	£1317.60
	101193
	Bowtle & Lynch-Play Area & Notice Board work

	£547.20
	101189
PAID
	Guildhall Services-Grass Cutting & Maintenance

	£6091.26
	VAT RECIEVED
	June 8 – July 1

	£9650
	GRANT RECIEVED
	EET Play Area Equipment

	£15,000
	GRANT RECIEVED
	ECC Play Area Equipment


                       9. Letter/E mail/Tel Issues
      Royal Horticultural Society

10. Neighbourhood Watch
      Vandalism at Play Area
11.  Web page
       Mr. Carr has been asked by Mrs. Bowtle to post the profile information as agreed by the Council or attend the September meeting with his comments/concerns.-Action- as neither of the above  has happened it was agreed that this issue would be held pending Mrs. Bowtle return from holiday
12. Correspondence
       Making the Links August 2011 issue
       EALC July/August issue 2011
       RCCE Oyster issue 30 -summer 2011

       The Playing Fields- summer issue

       Essex Heritage News – summer 2011

Clerks & Councils Direct- September 2011 
     13.  Planning applications
            Extension 6 Birch Cottages, Birch St-- Approved

            Temporary Mobile home/Store at Gate House Farm
            Garage/Conservatory Extension- Providence, Birch Street

               Extension 36 Birch Street -- Approved
         14.   Fly tipping/litter issues

Nothing reported
15.  Parish Councilor responsibilities reports
Mr. Harvey- play area report see item 6 above

Mrs. Boyce – Reported that she had been unable to attend the most recent CALC meeting.

Mrs. Cottrell reported a problem of a car parking on Hardy’s Green- Action- Clerk to look into the matter and report back at next meeting
   16. Training Courses September 2011 –December 2011 
        Budget & Precept September 6
        Advanced Councilor Training (Day 1 September 8)
        Chairman’s (Day 2) September 14
        New Clerks Day October 5

        Power of Well Being October 6
        Planning Day October 13---CANCELLED
        Roles & Responsibilities October 18
        NEW COURSES SINCE LAST MEETING
        Employment Issues November 3
        Funding Day November 10

        Law & Procedures November 15

        Chairman’s (Day 3) November 23

        Advanced Councilor Training (Day 2) December 1
                                    17.   Neighbourhood Action Panel
                                    Future NAP meetings have been cancelled and any issues will be reported at Parish Council Meetings.
                             18.  CBC Grant Funding 
                                    Proposed rule changes for this year’s funding were discussed and the meeting decided that they were unfair to all residents –Action- Clerk to write a letter to CBC outlining the Parish Council concerns
. 
                             19.  Essex Records Office
                                    It was agreed that all old Parish records could be sent to the Essex Records Office for storage free of charge
                            20.  Dog fouling problems at Play Area
                                    Complaints about dog fouling at the play area have been referred to the dog warden.
                             21.  Kerbstones
                                    New kerbs have been installed opposite the School though problems at Greenfield Houses have not been addressed- Action- Cllr Ellis to check on what CBC has agreed to do about Greenfield Houses.
                            22.  ECC Salt Bag Scheme 2011/12.
                                    It was agreed not to order a salt bag after discussing potential insurance liability as well as storage & distribution issues. It was noted that the main route through the village is a priority gritting route on ECC gritting list.

                                     23.  CBC Street Services
                                    The new manager Marc Salmon has requested to attend the next Parish meeting to update the Parish Council on the CBC Street Services
                              24. The Queens Jubilee
                                    It was agreed that the Parish Council would consider any support they can give to the TVCA working group regarding the celebrations.
                               25. External Audit of Accounts

                                    The accounts have been signed off by the external auditors and no action is required by the Parish Council. 

                                    THE NEXT -PARISH COUNCIL MEETING will be held on Tuesday 4th October 2011 at 7. 30pm 
