                   BIRCH PARISH COUNCIL                     

                                  MINUTES
                                Tuesday 4th October 2011
                         BIRCH MEMORIAL HALL 7.30 pm.

Members present: Mrs. E Bowtle, Mr. C Harvey, Mrs. C Boyce, Mr. J Harrison, Mrs. C Cottrell, Mrs. M Campion Mr. A Condron (Clerk) & Cllr K Bentley. 
1. Chairman’s opening remarks 
Mrs. Bowtle welcomed everyone to the meeting. 
2. Apologies for absence
Mrs. S Poulter, Cllr A Ellis & Police Constable Ms. M Wilson
3. Declarations of Interests to any agenda items
Mrs. Cottrell declared her interest as a major local land owner and member of the PCC. Mrs. Bowtle has declared and interest in some project work approved by the Council 
4. Public Participation
      None present
5. Reports from Borough Councilors’ and Police etc.     
     Cllr Ellis sent & Cllr Bentley gave reports and the following issues were discussed: 
                Action points from the last meeting as below
       Food waste collection trials are being tested in parts of Essex
            The Police supplied a report and issues discussed:
There had been 7 recorded crimes in Birch & Hardys Green
 A Presentation was given by Marc Salmon and Gary Cole of CBC Street Services and issuers discussed
    The services that are available were outlined by CBC and well received by the Parish Council who will work closely with the Street Services department in the coming months. The Clerk will draw up a list of notes for the wardens so that can help improve facilities on offer to residents.   
6. Approval of Minutes –6th September 2011
The minutes of the meeting held on the 6th September 2011 were approved and duly signed by the Chair 
              7.   Matters arising.
Play Equipment Safety Checks—Mr. Harvey supplied a report on the recent inspection and graffiti to one of the new springer’s was noted. Kompan have now repainted the gates and the invoice has been paid.
      Police Beat Surgery- The last meeting was held on 9 September. The next meeting will be held on 7 October, 4 November & 2 December between 11.30 am and 1 pm
            EDF Pylon Compensation Claim- - Still awaiting settlement. EDF will be cutting back some of the trees near to the Pylon on 5th October because of safety issues.
             Heavy Vehicles Sign at Heckford Bridge- Cllr Bentley has requested an onsite meeting with Highways to discuss ongoing problems at the junction and is still awaiting reply- No further news 
  Parking Outside of School – Cllr Bentley has discussed the issue with Police Constable Wilson but was not aware that residents had been promised formal feedback to the meeting held in March. Cllr Bentley will talk further with Cllr Ellis and the Police regarding the issue  
                                            Lower Road/Maldon Road Junction- white lining has been completed on the Lower Road side of the junction bot not the Hardy’s Green side- Cllr Bentley to report.
                                    Mineral Development Public Consultation-The final draft of the consultation report will be ready in December.
            Footpath Hardy’s Green-Cllr Ellis had visited the site with Mrs. Cottrell and confirmed that action is being taken by the Council to have the obstruction cleared and gate taken down.
                    Footpaths- Cllr Ellis had visited all reported problem areas and take these matters up with ECC & CBC for action.
                                         Birch Wildlife Initiative—Work on the Play Area site is planned to start later this month.
                                         A new grant of £2000 has been awarded to the Parish Council by the Tesco Charity Trust Community awards scheme subject to inspection of the Parish accounts.
                                   Car Parking on Hardy’s Green- Problems with residents parking on the green appears to have stopped but the situation will be monitored
                               CBC Grant Funding- At the last meeting it was decided that the proposed rule changes for this year’s funding were unfair to all residents. A letter has been sent to CBC outlining the Parish Council concerns. Following a request by CBC for a copy of the Parish audited accounts it was agreed that a copy should be sent by the Clerk.
                               Kerbstones- Work on the footpaths at Greenfield Houses started on the 26 September and will last for three weeks. Concerns were expressed that though a good job was being done similar problems of lose kerbs are likely to occur again in the future as the width of the pavement is not being reduced.
                               The Queens Jubilee-It was agreed that the Parish Council would consider any support they can give to the TVCA working group regarding the celebrations.-No further news
                               Birch Street- A complaint has been received about ornaments sales in the front garden of a House in Birch Street. Cllr Ellis reported that CBC have visited the site and the garden is being cleaned up.
8.   Payments Made/Money Received etc.
	AMOUNT
	CHEQUE NO.
	DETAILS

	
	
	

	£262.51
	100195
	Alandal Consultancy
Clerks wages and expenses for September

	£100
	100196
	Mrs. Farmer – Village cleaning September

	£210.60
	100197
	Guildhall Services-Grass Cutting September

	£192
	100198
	Audit Commission annual accounts inspection

	£36,000
	PAID
101194
	Kompan-Play Equipment
(Grants)

	£4000
	RECIEVED
	CBC (160 SPD Money)

	£5032.50
	RECIEVED
	CBC Grant Precept October-March 


 9.  Letter/E mail/Tel Issues
      Boundary Commission for England--Proposed Changes
      ECC Health Watch Pathfinder Executive
10. Neighbourhood Watch
      None
11.  Web page
       MRS. Bowtle will contact Mr. Carr again to find out why the profile information has not been posted on the website as agreed by the Council some time ago. Details of how to contact CBC Animal control officer have been added to the contacts page

12. Correspondence
       Making the Links September & October 2011 issue
       EALC September issue 2011
              CPRE guide on how to respond to planning applications

      13.  Planning applications
  Extension to Brackendale, 3 Mill Lane- Clerk- to request a sectional diagram of the proposed changes.
            Extension to the Old Rectory, School Hill

                                    Extensions at Providence Birch Street
            Mobile Home at Gate House Farm—approved
         14.   Fly tipping/litter issues

Nothing reported
15.  Parish Councilor responsibilities reports
Mr. Harvey- play area report see item 6 above

Mr. Harrison- gave an update on plans for the Birch Wildlife Initiative
  16. Training Courses October 2011 –December 2011
        New Clerks Day October 5

        Power of Well Being October 6
        Roles & Responsibilities October 18
        Employment Issues November 3
        Funding Day November 10

        Law & Procedures November 15

        Chairman’s (Day 3) November 23

        Advanced Councilor Training (Day 2) December 1

        NEW COURSES SINCE LAST MEETING
        Principals of Risk Assessment October 7

17.  Provisional Parish Council Meeting dates 2012
                                    The dates previously circulated were agreed
                             18.  Remembrance Sunday 13 November
                                    Details were discussed regarding the events on the day and Mrs. Bowtle will co-ordinate with everyone concerned
                              19. Traffic Road Signs
                                    A number of signs have been damaged or need re-positioning which have been reported to Highways for action in due course. It was noted that the School Flashing Light System was coming on in the evenings which would also be reported to Highways.
                               20. Litter Pick by CBC
                                    CBC carried out a litter pick during September in Birch Park and also between the junction of Birch Park & Layer de la Haye following a request by the Clerk. This route suffers from continuous litter problems
                              21. Bench & Notice Board Maintenance
                                    It was agreed that as part of the ongoing maintenance programme that where necessary the Parish Benches and Notice Boards will be treated before the start of winter.
                              22. St Peters Church Graveyard
It was agreed that the Parish Council would like to include the Graveyard as part of the Parish Wildlife initiative. Though not the Parish Council responsibility funds could be made available via grants to allow the PCC to improve wildlife facilities at the Graveyard.-Action- Clerk to write to PCC
                               23. Bins
                                     It is unclear how many salt bins there are in the Parish and if old ones taken away for repair by CBC have been replaced. A survey will be undertaken by the Clerk and if needed contact made with CBC regarding any missing bins. It was also suggested that a waste bin be considered next to the bench in Mill Lane-Action- Clerk to contact CBC regarding emptying any bin that may be installed
                                    THE NEXT -PARISH COUNCIL MEETING will be held on Tuesday 1st November 2011 at 7. 30pm 
