                   BIRCH PARISH COUNCIL                     

                                  MINUTES
                                Tuesday 1st November 2011
                         BIRCH MEMORIAL HALL 7.30 pm.

Members present: Mrs. E Bowtle, Mr. C Harvey, Mrs. S Poulter, Mrs. C Boyce, Mrs. C Cottrell, Mrs. M Campion Mr. A Condron (Clerk), & Cllr A Ellis.
1. Chairman’s opening remarks 
Mrs. Bowtle welcomed everyone to the meeting. 
2. Apologies for absence
Mr. J Harrison, Cllr K Bentley & Police Constable Ms. M Wilson
3. Declarations of Interests to any agenda items
Mrs. Cottrell has declared her interest as a major local land owner and member of the PCC. Mrs. Bowtle has declared and interest in some project work approved by the Council 
4. Public Participation
      None present
5. Reports from Borough Councilors’ and Police etc.     
     Cllr Ellis gave a report on behalf of himself & Cllr Bentley and issues discussed: 
                Action points from the last meeting as below
            The Police supplied a report and no issues discussed:
       There had been one crime report of a Burglary of an outbuilding
6. Approval of Minutes –4th October 2011
The minutes of the meeting held on the 4th October 2011were approved and duly signed by the Chair 
              7.   Matters arising.
Play Equipment Safety Checks- Mr. Harvey supplied a report on the recent inspection and an issue of a loose bolt discussed. Incidents of graffiti and damage to signs have been addressed during the month
      Police Beat Surgery- The last meeting was held on 7 October. The next meeting will be held on, 4 November, 2 December, 27 January, 24 February, 23 March & 20 April, between 11.30 am and 1 pm
            EDF Pylon Compensation Claim- - Still awaiting settlement. 
             Heavy Vehicles Sign at Heckford Bridge- Cllr Bentley has requested an onsite meeting with Highways to discuss ongoing problems at the junction and is still awaiting reply- No further news 
  Parking Outside of School – Cllr Bentley has discussed the issue with Police Constable Wilson but was not aware that residents had been promised formal feedback to the meeting held in March. Cllr Bentley & the Police Constable Wilson will meet during November to finalise the feedback report.   
                                            Lower Road/Maldon Road Junction- white lining has been carried out on the Lower Road side of the junction. 
                    Footpaths- Cllr Ellis had visited all reported problem areas and taken these matters up with ECC & CBC for action. - Cllr Ellis believes CBH may be responsible for the Luard Way footpath and will report back at next meeting.
                                         Birch Wildlife Initiative—Work on the Play Area site is planned to start later this month. -No further news yet
                               CBC Grant Funding- A copy of the Parish accounts has been sent to CBC.

                               Kerbstones- Work on the footpaths at Greenfield Houses completed.

                               The Queens Jubilee-It was agreed that the Parish Council would consider any support they can give to the TVCA working group regarding the celebrations.-No further news
                                    Remembrance Sunday 13 November-The village hall will open at 9.30 am, for tea & coffee prior to the service. Mr. Ninnim has agreed to lay the wreath during the service. 

                                    Traffic Road Signs-A number of signs have been damaged or need re-positioning which have been reported to Highways for action in due course. It was noted that the School Flashing Light System was coming on in the evenings which would also be reported to Highways.
                                    Bench & Notice Board Maintenance-It was agreed that Benches and Notice Boards will be treated before the start of winter. 
                                    St Peters Church Graveyard-It was agreed that the Parish Council would like to include the Graveyard as part of the Parish Wildlife initiative. The Clerk has written to PCC who will be discussing this issue during November.
                                    Bins- It would appear that all salt bins have now been re-filled. Cllr Bentley has confirmed that the missing bin in Birch Street cannot be located by highways and unless found will not be replaced. It was also suggested that a waste bin be placed next to the bench in Mill Lane-Action- Clerk awaiting a reply from CBC regarding emptying any bin that may be installed and at what cost.
8.   Payments Made/Money Received etc.
	AMOUNT
	CHEQUE NO.
	DETAILS

	
	
	

	£248.65
	101199
	Alandal Consultancy
Clerks wages and expenses for October

	£112.50
	101200
	Mrs. Farmer – Village cleaning October

	£50
	101201
	Royal British Legion


	£50
	101202
	Birch Hall Hire July & September


 9.  Letter/E mail/Tel Issues
       Melville Dunbar Associates- Tiptree Factory plans
10. Neighbourhood Watch
      Damaged Telephone in Birch Street has been repaired
      Graffiti and sign damage at the Play Area has been actioned

      A road sign is missing in Birch Park and has been reported

      Dog fouling at Play Area- Proper bins not being used for mess
11.  Web page
       Mr. Carr has not responded to a number of requests by Mrs. Bowtle regarding the Council Profile information not been posted on the website as agreed by the full Council some time ago. The Clerk reported that all other information supplied is being posted usually by immediate return communication.
12. Correspondence
       Making the Links November 2011 issue
       EALC October issue 2011

       Clerks & Councils Direct November Issue

      13.  Planning applications
  An Extension to Brackendale, 3 Mill Lane- The Clerk has requested a sectional diagram of the proposed changes.
              An extension to 1 Hollington Row, Birch Street
              An extension at 16 Birch Street has been approved by CBC
         14.   Fly tipping/litter issues

Nothing reported
15.  Parish Councilor responsibilities reports
Mr. Harvey- play area report see item 6 above

Mr. Harrison- Birch Wildlife Initiative see item 6 above
  16. Training Courses November 2011 –December 2011
        Employment Issues November 3
        Funding Day November 10

        Law & Procedures November 15

        Chairman’s (Day 3) November 23

        Advanced Councilor Training (Day 2) December 1
        Principals of Risk Assessment October 7
        NEW COURSES SINCE LAST MEETING
        None

17.   Hardy’s Green Telephone Box
        Missing electrical cover has been replaced
                             18.  CBC Street Services                    
                             Since the presentation given by CBC at the last meeting they have been very active in the Parish. Issues relating to dog fouling, litter and fly tipping have been actioned. A visit and shopping services has been established for an elderly resident. Many highway issues have been chased with the relevant officers at both ECC & CBC. The Clerk has sent a letter of thanks on behalf of the chair.
                            The Parish Council agreed to obtain a competitive Grass cutting quote from CBC Services –Clerk to report back.
                            The clerk has asked if CBC is interested in quoting for bin emptying and litter collection at the Play Area and is awaiting a quote.
                      19.  NALC Consultation Documents

                             Documents received on the Local Government Pension Scheme, Community Infrastructure Levy & Neighbourhood Planning Regulations were discussed and no action thought necessary at present. 

                                    THE NEXT -PARISH COUNCIL MEETING will be held on Tuesday 6th December 2011 at 7. 30pm 
