                   BIRCH PARISH COUNCIL                     

                                  MINUTES
                                Tuesday 6th December 2011
                         BIRCH MEMORIAL HALL 7.30 pm.

Members present: Mrs. E Bowtle, Mr. C Harvey, Mrs. C Boyce, Mrs. C Cottrell, Mrs. M Campion, Mr. J Harrison Mr. A Condron (Clerk), Cllr K Bentley & Cllr A Ellis.
1. Chairman’s opening remarks 
Mrs. Bowtle welcomed everyone to the meeting. 
2. Apologies for absence
Mrs. S Poulter & Police Constable Ms. M Wilson
3. Declarations of Interests to any agenda items
Mrs. Cottrell has declared her interest as a major local land owner and member of the PCC. Mrs. Bowtle has declared and interest in some project work approved by the Council 
4. Public Participation
      One Member of the Public was present
5. Reports from Borough Councilors’ and Police etc.     
     Cllr Ellis & Cllr Bentley gave reports and the following issues were discussed: 
                Action points from the last meeting as in agenda item 7 below
ECC cost savings and how it will affect services particularly those carried out by the Highways Dept. Large pot holes, flooding & safety issues would be addressed first. Other minor issues will be done when possible but not necessary straight away.
The Police supplied a report and the following issues were discussed:
       Two reported crimes both involving internet Fraud

6. Approval of Minutes –1st November 2011
The minutes of the meeting held on the 1st November 2011 were approved and duly signed by the Chair 
7.   Matters arising.
Play Equipment Safety Checks- Mr. Harvey supplied a report on the recent inspection and the only issue was a loose bolt which needed to be tightened. 
      Police Beat Surgery- The last meeting was held on 2 December The next meeting will be held on 27 January, 24 February, 23 March & 20 April, between 11.30 am and 1 pm
            EDF Pylon Compensation Claim- - Still awaiting settlement. 
  Parking Outside of School –Cllr Bentley & Police Constable Wilson have discussed the issue and Police Constable Wilson will give feedback to residents possibly via the Parish News.

                    Footpaths- Cllr Ellis reported that CBH are responsible for the Luard Way footpath and remedial work should be carried out before Christmas.
                                         Birch Wildlife Initiative—Work on the Play Area site is planned to start in December. It was agreed that seasonal posters would be purchased for various notice boards. A grant application for free hedge plants had been made to the “Woodland Trust” 
                               The Queens Jubilee-It was agreed that the Parish Council would consider any support they can give to the TVCA working group regarding the celebrations but not purchase any commemorative material as this was not considered the best use of funds in the present economic climate.
                                    Traffic Road Signs- It was noted that the School Flashing Light System was still coming on in the evenings.-Clerk to contact the head teacher to see if they could help rectify the problem.
                                    Bench & Notice Board Maintenance-All maintenance work has now been completed.

                                    St Peters Church Graveyard-The PCC agreed that it would like the Parish Council to include the Graveyard as part of the Parish Wildlife initiative. A two stage hedge plan proposed for the graveyard was outlined to representatives that were present from the PCC who attended the meeting.

                                    Bins- Cllr Bentley has confirmed that the missing salt bin in Birch Street was taken away by highways as Birch Street is on the list of roads to be gritted by the Council, it will not be replaced. The Clerk reported that the cost of having a waste bin located next to the bench in Mill Lane would be around £600. The meeting decided not to move forward with a new bin at present.
                                   CBC Street Services --The Parish Council had obtained competitive quotes from CBC Services for Parish Grass cutting as well as bin emptying/litter collection at the Play Area. It was decided to offer the present supplier the opportunity to re quote for the Play Area cleaning but to stay with the present supplier for grass cutting services. –Clerk to arrange & report back.
8.   Payments Made/Money Received etc.
	AMOUNT
	CHEQUE NO.
	DETAILS

	
	
	

	£226.68
	101203
	Alandal Consultancy
Clerks wages and expenses for November

	£50
	101204
	Mrs. Farmer – Village cleaning November

	£210.60
	101205
	Guildhall Services-Grass Cutting October

	£50
	101206
	Steve Grimwade-Wildlife Posters ( grant funded)

	£450
	101207
	Bowtle & Lynch-Bench & Notice Board maintenance

	£2000
	RECIEVED
	Tesco Wildlife Grant


9.   Letter/E mail/Tel Issues
       ECC Bus Services
       Essex & Suffolk Water- Abberton Pipe Work
       ECC Health Watch
        ECC Waste Development Document

10. Neighbourhood Watch
      Mature Tree broken at Pudding Lane Green
11.  Web page
       None
12. Correspondence
       Making the Links - December 2011 
       EALC November issue -2011

       Essex Playing Fields-Aug 2011
       RCCE Oyster – Aug 2011
      13.  Planning applications
  An Extension to Brackendale, 3 Mill Lane- Not approved by CBC
              Birch School demolition of Air Raid Shelter
              Extension Old Rectory, School Hill—Approved by CBC

              Extension 10 Birchway

              Detached Cart Shed, Kings Croats, Maldon Road

         14.   Fly tipping/litter issues

About 60 tyres have been dumped in Capers Lane near to the Maldon Road entrance- Clerk to contact CBC Services
15.  Parish Councilor responsibilities reports
Mr. Harvey- play area report see item 6 above

Mr. Harrison- Birch Wildlife Initiative see item 6 above
Mrs. Campion- Commented on the bad surface condition of Pudding Lane- Clerk to contact Cllr Bentley
  16. Training Courses etc., December 2011 – February 2012
        Advanced Councilor Training (Day 2) December 1
        NEW COURSES SINCE LAST MEETING
        Roles & Responsibilities- January 25
        SLCC Annual Lunch- January 27

        Cemetery Management- February 9  
                Raising the Profile- February 22
                Localism & Planning Day- February 29

                     17.  Local Bus Services               

                             ECC are reviewing all local bus services but services in Birch should not be affected
                     18.  RCCE Rural Housing 

                            Affordable Housing was discussed and no further action considered necessary at present.
                     19.  Mobile Library
                            Visiting times will change from 3 January 2012. Fortnightly on Tuesdays, Luard Way 10.00 to 10.30. Outside of School 10.35 to 11.20.

                     20.  CBC Greener Parish Scheme
                            The Council has been granted one of the 13 Container Grown Trees (Silver Birch) as part of CBC Greener Parish Initiative. The tree will be sited at Pudding Lane green to replace a tree that had been recently damaged beyond repair.
                     21.  The Disabled Parking at the Play Area
                             A car is parking on the land owned by the Parish Council on a regular basis both during the day and overnight. Photos of the vehicle will be passed onto the Police/CBC Wardens for remedial action

                                    THE NEXT -PARISH COUNCIL MEETING will be held on Tuesday 3rd January 2011 at 7. 30pm 
